
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, December 7, 2016  

 
Minutes 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Albert 
A. Natelli, Jr. and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay, Assistant 
Superintendent of Parks Michael S. Manware 
Absent/Excused:  Commissioner Robert E. Galati  
Guest:  Jake McPhail and family.   
 
There was a quorum. 
 
Chairman Fasulo called for a moment of silence in honor of Richard “Jiggy” Egidio, former 
Superintendent of Parks, who passed away this week.  Mr. Egidio gave more than twenty years 
of service to the town and made a lot of improvements to our parks. We appreciate all he did for 
the Town of Southington.  Chairman said he sent flowers on behalf of the board.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner DeFeo made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Romano, to accept the 
Minutes of the October 5, 2016 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried with one abstention 
(Natelli). 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:   
1. Jake McPhail.  Mr. McPhail is a 14 year-old student who was observing the meeting as part of 
a Civics class.  He is a member of Key Club at the high school and does some volunteer work.  
Commissioner Natelli suggested that he apply for camp counselor when it’s posted on the town 
website.  It would be a good experience. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay said fall programs are wrapping up in the next week or two and will start up again 
after the New Year.  Men’s basketball registration is open and will begin the first week in 
January.  Mr. Lapreay noted a couple of new programs:  Kickboxing/Kick Fit partnered up with 
Leadership Martial Arts.  The programs are for age 14 and up.  The bowling program at Apple 
Valley Bowl went well and another session will start in January.  It is for six weeks on Saturday 
mornings from 10 to 12. 
 
Special holiday events:  November 27th was Santa in the Park.  This year it was at the 
Community Pavilion and it worked out great.  Probably had 150 to 200 kids.  White Christmas in 
the Community was last Friday; it went well.  It was very well received.  Chairman Fasulo said 
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he volunteered to help out.  A lot of people showed up.  He gave a special thanks to Julia 
Berardinelli for her work on the pedestal for the light switch for turning on the lights on the 
Green that night.  The boy who was selected to flip the switch was very excited.  Mr. Lapreay 
said each year there is a “Light Up the Green” contest where kids can apply online.  The Town 
Manager randomly picks the winner from all entries.  Chairman said the group is already talking 
about some improvements that can be made for next year’s event.  He also gave a special thank 
you to Rob Flood and Dawn Miceli who spearheaded the event and did a lot to make it a success.  
Mr. Lapreay added that the groups involved with the Downtown Merchants and the Village of 
Plantsville also worked well together. 
 
Bow hunting at Crescent Lake ends December 31st.  Three deer were taken so far.  There have 
been no issues.  About 28 hunters signed up. 
 
In the packet for the board’s reference are the 2017 Bus Trips.  Some popular trips are included 
and some new ones.  Mr. Lapreay also works with another group for sporting events and adds to 
the trip list throughout the year.  The list is kept up to date on the department website. 
 
Pavilion rentals.  We had probably 30 to 40 in each pavilion (small one at Rec Park and the 
Community Pavilion).  The rental fee we put in place worked out well.  The funds are in a 
revolving account that can be used as needed for maintenance of the pavilions.  Chairman Fasulo 
asked about the Drive-In charge for port-o-lets.  Mr. Manware explained that it was just for the 
“extra” port-o-let that was requested by Dawn Miceli.  That charge will go away now.  All the 
port-o-lets have now been removed.   
 
Mr. Lapreay said also in the packet was information on the turf field usage from March through 
November, the primary usage months.  Everything that was highlighted is Youth Leagues.  It is 
used a lot.  They are still paying their participation fee; it is working out well.  Question arose 
about the number of uses in a season.  The number went from probably less than 80 to over 
1,000 between school groups and town leagues.   
 
2017-18 Budget.  Mr. Lapreay will be starting work on the budget for the next fiscal year.  He 
received an email today.  The budget needs to be submitted to the Town Manager by January 6th.  
He will send information to the board members prior to the January meeting for review so it can 
be voted at the meeting.  Some discussion followed about league fees.  The recommendation is 
that they be the same as last year for budget purposes.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Natelli, to accept the 
report of the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware reported that the Christmas decorations prior to the two events took a big part of 
the department’s work as well as the lighting on the Green.  Leaf program in the parks is still 
ongoing.  It should be in decent shape in the next week or two without snow.  They no longer 
have the tow behind unit which was very helpful in getting into smaller spaces such as at the 
playgrounds.  Mr. Manware is hopeful it can be worked into the budget for next year. 
Memorial pool house.  Vents were installed in the locker area but needed covers which were not 
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part of the contracted agreement.  We took care of those and completed it in November.  The 
splash pad water tank is in place. The rest of the construction will be done in early spring. 
 
Irrigation and building winterization.  This was touched upon last year.  We checked all league 
buildings to try to avoid any problems with freezing pipes during the winter.  
 
This year we removed tennis nets, leaving one up.  Every season we rotate them.  Tennis and 
basketball lights will be off as of this week. 
 
Mr. Manware was approached by Walt Swanson about soccer field 2.  There was a sunken area 
in the center.  We dug it up, filled in and re-sodded with the same sod.  They were very pleased. 
 
Kale and cabbage planting.  Winter kale and cabbage plants were used in some areas of the 
Green to give more color and they last longer than mums. 
 
Mr. Manware was approached by an individual from the American Legion about his interest to 
start a Veterans Memorial Committee.  He had spoken to Garry Brumback about it.  He wants to 
collect missing names of veterans from the plaques on the Green.  Mr. Manware wanted the 
board to know about it since the Green is under their purview.  There has not been any funding 
 to do anything about the missing names. The committee would do some fund raising.  Mr. 
Manware will stay in contact to guide the individual. 
 
The ice rink is slated to be the last year it will be located at the Water Department property.  The 
goal is always to try to get it up before schools gets out before Christmas but it depends on the 
temperature.  The plan for next year is to go back to Memorial Pond.  We need six inches of ice 
for safety.  We have the lighting there; it may need some updating. 
 
Commissioner Romano made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of 
Parks, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMMISSIONERS:  No reports. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
1.  Rental Fees.  Mr. Lapreay said we need to talk about this before spring.  He will bring three 
proposals to the next meeting or the one after for the board’s review and discussion.  
Commissioner Natelli suggested that Mr. Lapreay contact Gerry Toner at the Simsbury Park & 
Rec as they use rental fees for various types of locations and could have some helpful 
information to share  Mr. Lapreay will give him a call. 
 
2.  Building List.  Mr. Manware started working on the list of park buildings.  He started making 
photos of each building to make it easier for everyone to know exactly which building we are 
talking about since they are called different things in the different parks. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
1.  Schedule of Meeting Dates for 2017.  The proposed list was in the packet.  Commissioner 
Natelli made a motion to accept the list of meeting dates for 2017; seconded by Commissioner 
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DeFeo and carried unanimously. 
 
For information for the student in attendance, it was noted that the reason there is a schedule of 
meetings is that they are public meetings.  The dates are published so the public is aware.  Also 
noted was that the meetings are held in accordance with Roberts Rules of Order.  Commissioners 
thought this information would be helpful for Mr. McPhair’s civics report. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made by Commissioner 
DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Natelli to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried and meeting 
adjourned at 7:08 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


